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duty in this respect.1 We wish to emphasize this point
because we consider it throws great light on the whole
attitude of the episcopate in England at this time to
canon law.
In the twelfth decree of the Lateran Council a similar
machinery was enacted for the religious Orders. They
too were to hold general chapters in every ecclesiastical
province once in three years; they too were to appoint
capable men to visit and correct abuses; they too were to
draw up statutes for the reformation of their Order. In
this case the decree of the Council seems to have been
better observed than in that of the bishops, and in this
respect England appears to have been in advance of the
rest of the European nations in endeavouring to conform
with the wishes of the Pope. c C'est dans ce pays qu'on
a mieux compris les mesures pontificales et qu'on a su
faire des chapitres gen6raux une institution reellement
utile, en Torganisant cTune fafon s6rieuse.' Dom Berliere *
and Mr. Pantin3 have searched the chapter records of the
Benedictines, and Mr. Salter4 has laid bare the activities
of the Augustinian canons, with the result that we can
clearly trace an effort to obey the commands of the
Council.
In the case of the Benedictines the general chapters of
the two provinces were held separately during the reign
of Henry IIL The first chapter in the northern province
was held at Northallerton in 1221 under the presidency of
two Cistercian abbots and two Benedictines. A code of
statutes was drawn up and arrangements were probably
made for a visitation of the houses of the province of
which, as it happens, there were only .four, York, Whitby,
Selby, and Durham. The heads of the houses must have
held the office of president in turn, and the houses visited
each other in pairs. After 1222 no record remains of the
holding of a chapter until 1250 when statutes were pro-
1 Armitage Robinson, Convocation of Canterbury.
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3  "W. A. Pantin, 'The General and Provincial Chapters of English Black
Monks, 1215-1540' (Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, Series 4, vol. x,
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